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 BATTLE OF OMAHA 19U TOURNAMENT                                     
June 18

th
-20

th
….………………………....Omaha, NE.    

 PORTER ADVANCED DEFENSE CAMP                                     
Session I, June 4

th
-6

th
, Session II, June 25

th
-27

th
..Flink Fld.    

 LOCKPORT SUMMER TOURNAMENT 

July 9
th
-11

th
 ………………………………Flink Field 

 

 EDWARDSVILLE TIGER CLASSIC                                     

May 5-th-6
th

 ………..Edwardsville, Il.    

 

 PORTERS ANNUAL GOLF OUTING                                     
July 13

th
 , 2012………Prairie Bluff G.C., Lockport, Il.   

 PORTER YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS                                    
June 4

th
-6th…..Flink Field…………..8:00-11:00 AM 

 PORTER ADVANCED HITTING CAMP    

Session I, June 4-6, Session II, June 25-27...Flink Fld. 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL        
Signs From the Dugout  

Coach Satunas and Porters Finish 2012 Season 

   The Porters finished the 2012 

campaign losing 4-0 to Lincoln-

Way North in the championship 

game of the Class 4A Regional 

held at Lincoln-Way North. 

   The season was a ride of ups and 

downs as the Porters at times 

struggled to find enough offense to 

compliment the tremendous job 

done by the pitching staff as well 

as the excellent effort turned in by 

the defense.  The Porters once 

again became SWSC conference 

champions with a 10-4 record 

good enough to share the title with 

Joliet West. The season concluded 

with Lockport having an overall 

record of 25-13.   

   The season began in March 

when the team traveled to Marion, 

IL. to take part in the Miner 

Showcase Tournament.  They 

played well overall and came 

home winning 3 of 4 games. How-

ever, the homecoming was not a 

happy one as the Porters dropped 

all 3 games in the local WJOL 

Tournament.  Such was the type of 

ride the team was on for almost the 

entire season.  Never winning 

more than 4 in a row, the team 

could not find that hot streak 

despite playing solid defense and 

getting great pitching.  The team 

finished with a fielding % of .944 

while the pitching staff posted an 

ERA of 2.31.  The opponents 

were held to a BA of .236 and to 

3 runs or less in 21 of 38 games.  

Of the Porters’ 13 losses, the 

opponents scored 4 or less runs 9 

times and 7 were by 1 run.  

  Despite all of the inconsistency 

the one thing that was consistent 

was the hard work and effort of 

the Porter team.  They overcame 

a rash of injuries which neces-

sitated various mixes of lineups 

and players moving to different 

positions.  In particular, it was 

the leadership shown by seniors 

Josh Altmann, Austin Mastela, 

Tommy Hook, Nick Davito and 

Rob Walus that played an 

instrumental part in keeping that 

consistency throughout the sea-

son.   

  The desire to succeed was never 

lacking and the coaches appre-

ciated the work ethic the team 

brought to practices and games. 

  Well it’s on to the summer and 

begin work on a successful 2013 

season. 

   

   

   
Special Summer Events of Note 

No. 6- Season FINAL 2012 
Highlights Inside 

June-July Calendar 

A complete listing of games and special 
events during the summer months of the 

2012 season.              

Also inside:                                                                                           

*Farm Report on Lower Levels …..pg. 3                                    

*Booster Club News……pg. 8                     

*Golf Outing News & Registration…. pg. 9   

*For the Record ……..pg. 10                               
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Farm Report 

In this issue we will summarize the 
successful seasons of our lower levels 

including the record breaking 31-3 

sophomore season. 

 
Alumni Focus 

A complete look at all Porters playing 

in college and a rundown of their 2012 

seasons. 

Senior Moments 

We take a final look at seniors Matt 

DeGraw, Rob Walus, Nick Davito, 

Adam Hillebold, Austin Mastela, 
Tommy Hook,  Josh Altmann and Justin 

Cunat as they complete their final Porter 

season. 

 

7 

Where Are They Now? 

A look back at another special Porter 

who was drafted by the Montreal Expos. 

A Good-Bye and a BIG Thanks!! 

The Porters say good-bye to Booster 

Club President Walter Altmann as he 
moves on to follow son Josh as he 

begins his college career. 

 

ALUMNI 

11 
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June 2012 

 

July 2012 

*Check our website 

(  www.porterbaseball.org ) 

for any last minute changes. 
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News From Down on the Farm 

Sophomores 

The Porter sophomores completed a record setting season finishing 31-3 besting the 2005 sophs who won 28 games.  The 

2012 winning pct. of .912 was second only to the 1983 undefeated sophomores.  They won the SWSC Blue Conference 

title with a 12-2 record.  Their season was marked by winning streaks of 13 and 12 games.  The team batting average was 

an outstanding .345 that included 320 hits of which 85 went for extra-bases.  The team also had outstanding defense (.940 

Fldg. %) and pitching (1.91 ERA) which saw the Porters hold their opponents to 2 or less runs in 21 of their 34 games. 

Coaches Dan Blaskovitz, Dave Jeglinski, Andy Leonard and Brian Stark are to be commended on their fine season. 

 

Sophomore Leader Board 

 

Freshman MAROON and Freshman WHITE 

The Freshmen Maroon and White teams also finished a successful season finishing 23-9 and 13-8 respectively. 

Head Maroon coach Adam Wason and assistant Tim Harmatys were extremely proud of their team’s performance this 

season.  The Maroon squad finished with a team batting avg. of .317, had a team ERA of 2.65 and a fielding. pct. of .932.  

In conference play the Porters finished 8-4. 

 

FRESHMAN MAROON Leader Board 

 

Batting Avg. Hits Runs Scored RBI Wins ERA 

Ben Wishba  (.412) Davis Purviance  (35) Davis Purviance  (40) C.Schlusemann  (16) Austin Moralis  (5) Austin Moralis  (1.28) 

Josh Grabinski  (.397) Tyler Nassar  (32) Tyler Nassar  (24) Matt Sheldon  (15) Cole Bellair  (5) Kyle Gallagher (1.95) 

Tyler Nassar  (.395) Josh Grabinski  (27) A.Grybauskus (24) Ben Wishba  (14) Eric Johnson  (4) Eric Johnson (2.65) 

C.Schlusemann (.388) A.Grybauskus  (25) C.Schlusemann (23) Davis Purviance  (14) Mike Kosinski  (3) Cole Bellair (2.80) 

A.Grybauskus (.362) Matt Sheldon  (22) Josh Grabinski  (15) Josh Grabinski  (13) Kyle Gallagher  (3) Austin Zborek (2.80) 

 

The Freshman White squad also completed a great season having played more games than any other White squad.  Head 

White coach Doug Chesna and his assistant Brandan Morrone were likewise very proud of their team’s achievements.  

The Freshman White’s team batting average was a whopping .360.  8 of their 13 wins were 10 run affairs in which the 

Porters outscored their opponents 130-20.  Their team ERA was a very respectable 3.26 that saw their staff hold the 

opponents to 3 or less runs in 10 games.   Several team members, having played a tough 21 game schedule, will have 

gained valuable experience that will help them in the future. 

 

FRESHMAN WHITE Leader Board 
 

Batting Avg. Hits Runs Scored RBI Wins ERA 

Gehrig Hollatz  (.537) Jon Hagar  (25) Jon Hagar  (21) Jon Hagar  (20) Mike Bejlovec  (4) Mike Bejlovec  (2.50) 

Jon Hagar  (.439) Gehrig Hollatz  (22) Trevor Cielinski (19) Gehrig Hollatz  (18) Anthony Connolly (3) H.  Chromy  (2.58) 

Trevor Cielinski (.431) Trevor Cielinski  (22) Gehrig Hollatz  (18) Trevor Cielinski  (12) Hayden Chromy (1) A.Connolly  (2.76) 

T.  O’Donnell  (.375) M. Montefusco  (12) T. O’Donnell (16) Hayden Chromy (11) Gehrig Hollatz (1) Tyler Johnson (4.06) 

David Irving  (.324) T. O’Donnell (12) Carl Strom  (15) Bryan Bandyk  (11) Mike Kosinski (1)  

M.  Montefusco (.324)  M. Montefusco (15) Tyler Johnson  (11)   

 

 

 

Batting Avg. Hits Runs Scored RBI Wins ERA 

Tyler Hair  (.468) A.Kosmowski (32) Jeremy Quade (26) A.Kosmowski (24) Mike Formella  (9) Ken Mashek (0.00) 

A.Kosmowski (.464) Frank Diaz  (29) Avery Lochow (26) Collin Cronberg (21) Noah Masa  (5) Noah Masa (1.10) 

Chris Garzioli (.432) Tyler Hair (29) A.Kosmowski (24) Frank Diaz (20) L.Blazekovich  (3) Mike Formella  (1.76) 

Mike Formella (.368) Collin Cronberg  (28) Collin Cronberg  (24) Tyler Hair  (19) Rusty Hoh  (3) Rusty Hoh (2.80) 

Frank Diaz (.367) Mike Formella  (25) Tyler Hair  (22) Jake Stanton  (17) Jordon Johnston  (3) Jordan Johnston(3.50) 
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Mike Hamilton (11’) (left), Tyler Willis (09’) and Colin Hart (10’) were all members of the 2012 

NJCAA Div. III National Champion Joliet Junior College Wolves.  All three 

were pitchers on Coach Wayne King’s staff. Congrats on a great season!! 

  Also on the junior college level, Jory Koehler (09’) (right) completed his final 

year for the Kankakee Community College Cavaliers.  He has already signed on 

to play at Robert Morris College next season.  Connor Petschke (10’) finished 

up a great season and career with the South Suburban College Bulldogs and is 

expected to move on to finish his college career.  Bob Wilmsen (11’) completed 

a great first season for the Moraine Valley C.C. Cyclones. 

    At Washington University in St. Louis, former Porter Kyle Billig (09’) completed another outstan-

ding season for the Bears which saw him win more awards and break more records.  Kyle was chosen 

All-Region, led the UAA (University Athletic Conference) in runs scored with 59 which also put him 

4
th
 nationally in NCAA Div. 3 and set a school record.  He also broke his own record (34 set in 2011) 

stealing 35 bases.  His 2 season mark of 69 thefts puts him 3
rd

 in career steals.  Billig (left) also 

finished 2
nd

 in the conference in hits (59) and got on base in 40 of 42 games and had 

a 24 game hit streak.  He finished the season with a BA of .362 as the Bears’ lead-

off man. 

  At St. Joseph College in Rensselaer, Indiana, freshmen Jake Bulthuis (11’) and 

Matt Skryzpiec (11’) completed their first year at the collegiate level.  Skryzp 

started 37 games for the Pumas and finished with a .226 BA and a .961 fldg. %.  Big Jake continued to 

rehab and strengthen his shoulder from surgery. 

  At Olivet Nazarene University in Kankakee, former Porter Paul Griffin (09’) (right), a LHP for the 

Tigers completed his junior year going 4-1 with an outstanding 2.87 ERA in 20 games holding opponents to a .234 BA. 

Also finishing up their seasons were Jon Cisna (09’) at Ball State where he pitched in 18 games out of the bullpen for the 

Cardinals, Benny Collesano (10’) for the Trinity Christian College Trolls  with a fine 2.70 ERA in 6 games and junior 

Nick Daniels (10’) who hit .286 for the North Central Cardinals.  Freshmen Pat Domke (11’) at Illinois Wesleyan and 

Brenden Dunleavy (11’) at the University of Chicago, completed their first seasons at the college level.  

  Other Porters finishing up their college career were Steve Sabatino (08’) at Notre Dame and Josh 

Stanton (07’) at Central College of Iowa.  Josh (below right) won his 3
rd

 letter hitting .385 for the 29-11 

Dutch.   

  Joining these collegians next year will be 2012 seniors Josh Altmann (below middle) at 

Olivet Nazarene University, Austin Mastela (left) and Nick Davito (below left) at Lewis 

University and Tommy Hook (below right) at Northern Illinois University.  Fellow 

seniors Matt DeGraw, Adam Hillebold, Justin Cunat and Rob Walus remain undecided 

about their college plans at this time. 

  The Porter baseball family is extremely proud of all of our players.  Wherever life leads them, we hope 

that being a part of our program has in some small way, helped them become successful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  AALLUUMMNNII  22001122  RRoouunndd--UUPP          

The Porter baseball program is extremely proud of the fact that over 136 of our players have gone on to play baseball 

at the collegiate level.  In 2012 there were 17 Porters on the rosters of college baseball programs.  As this newsletter 

is issued, four more Porters from 2012 have decided to play at the next level.  Let’s take a look at what went on for 

the former Porters during their 2012 seasons. 
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Matt DeGraw 

Rob Walus  

Adam Hillebold 

Justin Cunat 

Austin Mastela 

Josh Altmann 

Matt finishes four years as a member of the Porters.  Coming out of the bullpen and spot starting, 

Matt was 2-0-1 with an outstanding ERA of 2.38.  Matt was a favorite of the coaching staff 

because of his outstanding work ethic and willingness to do whatever it took to help his team be 

successful. Coach Satunas says, “Matt was someone that was always there for his teammates.  He 

was one of the first on the field and last off the field every day. “ 

  He is undecided as to what school he will attend but wants to major in some type of sports 

management/business program.   

 

Rob Walus played a big role for the Porters as their main closer.  Coach 

Satunas says, “Robbie battled back from an offseason injury to become a very important part of our 

team.  His ability to close games for us on the mound says a lot about the toughness that he 

possesses.”  He finished with an ERA of 1.10 including a perfect 0.00 ERA in 5 SWSC conference 

games.  In 15 games, Rob pitched 19 innings in relief striking out 17 and walking only 2.  His 

biggest save came against Stagg in the regional semi-final when he came on in the 7
th
 with the tying 

and winning runs in scoring position and 1 out.  He struck out the next 2 Charger batters.   

  Rob is also undecided about where he will attend college in the fall. 

 

  Adam Hillebold played through some tough injuries during his varsity career.  

Despite those adversities, Adam found a way back onto the field and contributed to his team.  He 

split time behind the plate and at first base.  He also served as a DH as well.  Coach Satunas said that 

Adam, “was the ultimate teammate who was always there cheering on others.  He always kept a 

positive attitude no matter what the situation.”  He finished the 2012 season appearing in 28 games 

hitting .246 with a .971 fielding %.  His biggest game came against #1 ranked St. Laurence when 

Adam’s base hit knocked in 2 runs and helped the Porters win. 

   “Nibby” is undecided as to what his college plans are at this time. 

 

 Justin Cunat was a great teammate and team player for the Porters who saw 

his year start out with an injury that restricted him to several appearances in JV games.  While 

working his way through the injury Justin made himself available to the coaching staff to do 

whatever it took to help in practices.  He did appear in several JV games, his most memorable being 

against Stevenson in which he struck out the side. Coach Satunas says of Justin, “Justin was a great 

teammate who did whatever was needed to help our team.  His selflessness helped our team be 

successful this year.”  

 

Austin Mastela completed his career at LTHS with one of the hottest hitting streaks in memory.  By April 20
th
, Mastela 

was in the middle of a terrible slump that saw him batting only .158 with 5 RBI.  From that point 

however, Austin became red hot amassing a batting avg. of .548 going 34 for 62 with 14 2B’s, 3 

3B’s, 3 HR’s and 35 RBI in only 20 games.  An outstanding outfielder, Austin finished with a .971 

fielding %,  handling 67 of 69 chances.  He was selected All-Conference and All-Area. 

  Coach Satunas says of Austin, “Austin brought a tremendous amount of energy and positivity to 

our dugout.  You could always count on Austin for a smile and a big hit.”   

  Austin will attend Lewis University in Romeoville. 

    

 

Josh Altmann finished an outstanding career at LTHS batting .369 and .394 in SWSC Conference 

play earning him All-Conference and All-Area recognition.  A solid 2B, Josh finished with a field-

ing % of .949 handling 111 of 117 chances. 

  Josh, said Coach Satunas, “did a great job for our team both on and off the field because of his 

leadership ability and work ethic.  He is not only a great ballplayer, but a great person.”  Known for 

his ever present smile and positive attitude, Josh was a great example of a team leader and team 

player.  Josh will be attending Olivet Nazarene University in Kankakee. 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  ““SSEENNIIOORR  MMOOMMEENNTTSS””  
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Tommy Hook 

  What can be said about “Captain Hook”?  Coaches and players will miss the effervescence (look 

that one up Tommy!) of their shortstop of the last two seasons.  If ever there was a player that could 

keep his team loose and be positive during any situation it was Tommy.  Coach Satunas will 

especially miss him. “Tommy was our energy guy both on and off the field.  This contagious attitude 

often caught on with all of his teammates and helped lead us to success.”    

  He will be greatly missed by all he touched, especially on our “road trips”.  Whenever his team-

mates and coaches pass a Grand Buffett, they will think of “Wasabi” with a smile. 

  Tom will attend Northern Illinois University and play baseball for the 

Huskies. 

  “Nick was the senior leader of our pitching staff.  Nick did a great job of leading by example and 

showing our younger guys what it takes to be successful” Coach Satunas says of his ace.   Nick fin-

ished the 2012 campaign as the team leader in wins (7-2) and had an outstanding ERA of 2.29.  His 

strikeout to walk ratio was good as well…35 K’s to only 15 BB’s.  In SWSC Conference play he 

was even better finishing 4-1 with a 1.33 ERA.  For this he earned SWSC All-Conference honors as 

well as All-Area. 

  Nick will be joining teammate Austin Mastela at Lewis University next fall. 

 

2012 TEAM LEADERS 

Batting Avg. (50+ AB) AB’s Hits Runs Scored RBI 

1.  D. Bangert  (.473) 1.  A. Mastela  (119) 1.  D. Bangert  (53) 1.  J. Altmann (33) 1.  A. Mastela  (35) 
2.  D. Sullivan  (.372) 2.  D. Bangert  (112) 2.  A. Mastela  (43) 2.  D. Bangert  (32) 2.  D. Bangert  (27) 
3.  J. Altmann  (.369) 3.  J. Altmann  (103) 3.  J. Altmann  (38) 3.  A. Mastela  (26) 3.  D. Sullivan  (20) 
4.  A. Mastela  (.361) 4.  D. Matthews  (95) 4.  D. Sullivan  (35) 4.  T. Hook  (20) 4.  J. Altmann  (16) 
5.  A. Kolmodin  (.339) 5.  D. Sullivan  (94) 5.  D. Matthews  (25) 5.  T. Snidanko  (18) 5.  Matthews/Sessler (13) 

2B 3B HR BB SB/SBA 

1.  Bangert/Mastela  (14) 1.  J. Altmann  (3) 1.  D. Bangert  (6) 1.  Altmann/Hook  (22) 1.  D. Sullivan  (16/20) 
2.  J. Altmann  (12)   2.  J. Milas  (2) 2.  A. Mastela  (3) 

  J. Altmann  (2) 

2.  T. Snidanko  (15) 2.  J. Pattison  (13/14) 
3.  D. Matthews  (5) 3.  R. Sessler  (1) 3.  T. Snidanko  (1) 3.  A. Hillebold  (12) 3.  A. Mastela  (12/13) 
4.  A. Hillebold  (4) 4.  D. Bangert  (1) 4.  D. Matthews  (1) 4.  A. Mastela  (11) 4.  T. Hook  (10/11) 
5. 5.  D. Matthews  (1) 5. 5.  D. Matthews  (9) 5.  Matthews/Sessler (7/9) 

Fldg. % (50+ Chances) PO’s Ass Errors Least Errors (50+ Chances) 

1.  A. Hillebold  (.977) 1.  D. Sullivan  (166) 1.  T. Hook  (103) 1.  T. Hook  (15) 1.  A. Mastela  (2) 
2.  A. Mastela  (.971) 2.  D. Bangert  (140) 2.  J. Altmann  (76) 2.  D. Matthews  (12) 2.  A. Hillebold  (3) 
3.  D. Sullivan  (.962) 3.  A. Hillebold  (121) 3.  D. Matthews  (50) 3.  D. Bangert  (9)  
4.  D. Bangert  (.953) 4.  A. Mastela  (60) 4.  D. Bangert  (44) 4.  D. Sullivan  (8)  
5.  J. Altmann  (.949) 5.  T. Hook  (57) 5.  D. Sullivan  (35) 5.  J. Altmann  (6)  

Wins IP K’s Most K’s Per 7IP Least BB’s Per 7IP 

1.  N. Davito  (7) 1.  E. Martens  (64.0) 1.  E. Martens  (51) 1.  C. Ryan  (8.0 K) 1.  R. Walus  (0.7 BB) 
     E. Martens  (7)   2.  N. Davito  (52.0) 2.  N. Davito (34) 

  J. Altmann  (2) 

2.  R. Walus  (6.4 K) 2.  E. Martens  (1.5 BB) 
2.  E. Duzan  (5) 3.  E. Duzan  (37.0) 3.  C. Ryan  (28) 3.  E. Martens  (5.6 K) 3.  N. Davito  (2.0 BB) 
3.  M. DeGraw   4.  D. Matthews  (26.0) 4.  E. Duzan  (26) 4.  E. Duzan  (4.9 K) 4.  E. Duzan  (2.5 BB) 
     D. Matthews 5.  C. Ryan  (24.3) 5.  R. Walus  (17) 5.  N. Davito  (4.6 K) 5.  M. DeGraw  (2.8 BB) 
     C. Ryan  (2) 

 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  ““SSEENNIIOORR  MMOOMMEENNTTSS””  
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Flink Field 

Update 

  During the 2012 season Flink 

Field was singled out as one of the 

best high school fields to watch a 

game by several publications in-

cluding Prep Baseball Report  and 

the Southtown Star. 

  Many began to take notice of what 

all of us that see her on a regular 

basis already know.  That Flink is a 

great asset to our high school, our 

baseball program and to the greater 

Lockport community in general.  

We have tried to make people 

aware of this every chance we get.    

We do so because we also know 

that Flink, because of its age must 

be maintained in order to remain 

the treasure that it is. 
 

  The LTHS maintenance crew led 

by Bill Thompson, Joe Olszta, Kirk 

Stapinski  and their staff have done 

a fine job keeping Flink in such 

great shape.  In our opinion no 

other high school baseball program 

is blessed with such dedicated 

people caring for their field.    

  In the coming months, our base-

ball program will seek to improve 

our facilities so that Flink can con-

tinue to be the great field that it is 

and make it competitive with other 

area schools in terms of playing 

surface quality and field amenities. 

  Consequently the Booster Club 

has raised money to share the cost 

of a new grandstand to replace the 

out of date and unsafe bleachers 

now at Flink.  We will keep you 

posted on how things go.  
   

Baseball Booster Club News & Updates 

Walter Altmann 
President 

John Cielinski 
Vice-President 

Robert Duplessis 
Treasurer 

Jeff DeGraw 
Secretary 

Porters Say Good-Bye to President and Friend 
  The conclusion of the 2012 season 

also saw an end of an era as Walter 

Altmann (left with wife Carole and 

son Josh) stepped down as President 

of the Porter Baseball Booster Club 

after 3 ½ years.  

  Anyone who attends Porter home 

games cannot help but notice that 

guy in the maroon jacket running 

about doing everything he can to 

make things a success at Flink Field. 

  Walter’s energy at events was infectious and his positive attitude was in-

spiring.  Whenever the Boosters talked about a project Walter would always 

respond with “let’s do it….it’ll be awesome!!”  Whether dealing with 

players, coaches, parents or vendors, Walter was always there to do what 

was needed.   

  Coach Satunas says of Walter, “Walter Altmann was a tremendous leader 

as our booster club president.  The amount of work that he put in over his 

years as president has helped our program continue to be one of the best in 

the state of Illinois.  However, the thing that made Walter a great Booster 

President was that he always, always, always put the KIDS first.”  

  Walter said good-bye to all of us in an email and it is evident you can tell 

what kind of person he is and what the Porters meant to him by some of 

what he wrote: 

“Hello to All LTHS Baseball Fans and Players,  Wanted to send out an email to 

all of you to thank you for allowing me to serve you as President of the Booster 

Club over these approx. 3.5 years!!  I have been truly blessed to be a part of such 

a great program with great coaches, and great players. ……Looking back over 

everything we have done over the years is unreal.  My goal from day one was to 

put all the players and coaches first so that when outsiders look at our program 

they say, that is a class act program, wish my kid went to that school.  I also wan-

ted to leave the program in a "better" place meaning always striving to improve 

and grow the program…..I can honestly say, I think with all your help we have 

achieved those 2 goals. “  

  “…Thank you coaches for allowing me to be part of the "family", and thank 

you parents for allowing me to "adopt" your sons for the past 4 years.  I will nev-

er forget my time spent with all of you, I just hope next year I can stop by and vi-

sit and sit in the new BLEACHERS BEHIND HOME PLATE and have some of 

that FAMOUS POPCORN!!  With a very sad and thankful heart, good luck to all 

of you and may God bless you!! 

  

We wish Walter and his family all the best.  GOOD LUCK Altmann’s!!! 

***Editor’s Note:  From the beginning I can safely say that Walter was simply 

the best.  He always could be trusted to do what was right and you knew he would 

do it in an ethical and honest way. He never crossed the line or expected anything 

in return for the time and effort he dedicated to our program.  I will miss him 

dearly”….Coach Dobson 
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 June 4, 2012 

  
The LTHS Baseball Booster Club is requesting your generosity and support for the Lockport Porter Baseball 

Program. This year we will be hosting a Golf Outing to raise money for improvements to the Lockport Porter 

Baseball Field. Last year’s golf outing raised funds that went toward the Varsity southern trips to Marion and 

Edwardsville, new frosh and soph uniforms, and computer equipment for all three levels!  

This year’s Golf Outing will be held at Prairie Bluff Golf Club in Lockport on July 13th. We ask for your continued 

support in one or more of the following ways:  

 1.Play- $120 per golfer includes Green Fees, Motorized Cart, Practice Range, Gift, Dinner, Open Bar, Silent Auction & 

Prizes!  

 2.Hole Sponsor- $125 gets you a beautiful Hole Sponsorship Sign personalized with your information! The company/family 

name will be included in all of our golf outing publications, on our spring 2012 schedule/rosters, and our player yearbook!  

 3.Donate- We are looking for items to be donated like tickets for sporting events, golf products, gift certificates, sports 

memorabilia, etc. for our Silent Auction, Raffle and Door Prizes.  

 4.Dinner Sponsor- $2,000 gets your name on a large banner at the course as the dinner sponsor. You will also receive 2 

foursomes and a hole sponsorship sign. The company/family name will be included in all of our golf outing publications, on 

our spring 2012 schedule/rosters, and our player yearbook!  

 5.Cart Sponsor- $1,000 gets your name on every cart. You will also receive a foursome and a hole sponsorship sign. The 

company/family name will be included in all of our golf outing publications, on our spring 2012 schedule/rosters, and our 

player yearbook!  

 6.Own a Hole- $500 gets your company exclusive rights to one hole on the course. You can set up your product, 

demonstrations, samples, etc. on YOUR OWN HOLE. This is a great way to advertise your business!  

 7.$2,500.00 Putting Contest- $500.00 gets you naming rights on the putting contest where one lucky individual will have the 

chance to win $2,500.00 for sinking a putt.  

 8.$5,000.00 Hole In One Contest- $500.00 gets you naming rights on a contest where if one lucky individual sinks a hole in 

one, they will win $5000.00!  

 

All of us in the Lockport Porters Baseball Program want to thank you for your continuing support. We look forward 

to seeing you at this year’s events!  

             
          Andy Satunas          Jeff Degraw  

           Head Varsity Baseball Coach             LTHS Baseball Booster Club Golf Outing Organizer  

                   asatunas@lths.org                                                                mattssportscardsplus@hotmail.com  

                       815-588-8597                                                                                815-302-3322  

 

           
        Walter Altmann          Bob Duplessis  

    LTHS Baseball Booster Club President                                    LTHS Baseball Booster Golf Sponsor Organizer  

             coachwaltera@yahoo.com                                                                 bduplessis@oldsecond 

                      708-227-0168                                                                                   708-828-3329 
 

 

Baseball Booster Club News & Updates: Part II 
Walter Altmann 

President 

John Cielinski 
Vice-President 

Robert Duplessis 
Treasurer 

Jeff DeGraw 
Secretary 
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FFoorr  tthhee  RReeccoorrdd::  

Alumni Night Brings Tradition Home Once Again 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   On Friday, May 11
th

, the Porter baseball program and Boosters Club hosted it’s 2
nd

 Annual Alumni Night.  In 

what we hope to be a regular every year affair, baseball alumni were welcomed once again to Flink Field by 

coaches and players of the current Maroon and White.  

  Last year, the Porters honored the three alumni who went on to major league baseball; Bill Haller, Tom Haller 

and Ron Coomer.  Bill Haller was present to accept the honor on behalf of all the professional Porters and to 

unveil banners to each on the left field wall. 

  This year, the theme was to honor the members of the 1997 Porters who finished second place in the state 

tournament. Seventeen coaches and players from that famous squad attended on-field ceremonies.  Friends and 

family members gathered on the field as they were introduced at home plate before the game versus Lincoln-

Way Central.  Also, Head Coach Andy Satunas and the 2012 seniors presented 97’ Head Coach Jim Hall and 

team members with a banner recognizing their accomplishment that will be placed on the left field wall. 

  2012 marked the 15th anniversary of the 1997 season.  The 97’ Porters finished their season with a 37-6 record 

which at that time set a program single season record for most wins. Among their many accomplishments were 

new school records for most wins, hits, extra base hits, doubles, runs scored and most opponent strikeouts in a 

season. They had a team batting average of .368 and saw them outscore their opponents by an average score of 

8-3. Of their season high 420 hits, 133 were for extra bases including 84 doubles and 37 HR’s!  97’ Porter 

pitchers were not to be outdone as they finished the season with a 2.21 ERA. They held their opponents to 2 or 

less hits in 11 games and 2 or less runs in 23 of 43 games that also included 9 shutouts.  

  Welcome home guys, it was great to see you!!!!!

2012  

97’ Porters in the back row (L-R)  Ken Tondini, Coach Dave Mondrella, Eric Blaeser, Coach Chris Vetor, Brian McDonald, 

Brian Murphy, Matt Serafini, Coach Jim Hall, Jeff Stanek, Scott Lesniak, Charlie Jacobson, Greg Blaesing, Dave Simmons, 

Todd Walters, Mike Serafini, Kris Kopriva, , Coach Ken Dobson 
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 Rick Ramos, seen below in his LTHS uniform, is a local boy who certainly made his mark on Porter 

baseball.  Before Rick came to the Porters, he was well known throughout the community as a “kid who 

could pitch”.  His dad Rich was an outstanding pitcher himself and played minor league baseball in the 

White Sox system and watched over Rick as he developed into a fine pitcher.  From the moment he 

entered LTHS, the Porters knew they had something special.  In his freshman year, he was a starter 

where he earned a 10-0 record and pitched 7 innings in every single game.  During that year he pitched 

70 innings, had 144 strikeouts and walked only 9.  He gave up only 12 earned runs during that season.  

Always know as a control pitcher his name became synonymous with other local H.S. standouts Bill 

Gullickson and his cousin Mark Grant.   

  Clyde Odle, his varsity coach said of Rick, “he was intelligent, had good character, was very 

coachable and came from a great family.”  Coach Odle remembers one game in particular that displayed 

these qualities.  “We were playing Joliet Catholic under the lights at Flink Field.  The game went into 

extra innings and I had to make a decision about whether or not to leave Rick in or remove him because 

of pitch count.  I consulted with his father and we both agreed to leave him in.  We won the game and 

Rick’s strikeout total was in double figures as his control and in particular his slider was working with perfection. That game was 

Rick’s coming out game so to speak as Lewis coach Gordie Gillespie was in attendance.  He was impressed enough to offer a 

scholarship to Rick and he went on to attend Lewis College.” 

  Rick went on to play four years at Lewis where his development continued and his skills improved leading the Flyers to 2 NAIA 

National Championships in 75’ & 76’.  During his career at Lewis, his former freshman and asst. varsity coach Rollie Bolattino had 

the chance to umpire one of Rick’s games.  Coach Bolattino recalls, “it was a DH against Eastern Michigan that finished 2
nd

 in the 

NCAA that year and who had on their staff two future pro pitchers Bob Welch (Yankees/Dodgers) and Bob Owchenko (Padres).  

Owchenko pitched game one vs. Lewis who threw Bob Hartman, another local standout from Joliet West.  In game 2, Lewis had 

Ramos on the mound and went toe to toe with Welch.  We played 2 seven inning games that day.  The pitching was outstanding.  I 

worked both games behind the plate.  Ramos and Lewis won that game 2-1.  Ramos was one kid that you were proud to say you 

coached.”  He is a member of the Lewis University Hall of Fame (09’)   

After his senior season Rick was drafted in the 17
th

 round of the MLB draft and signed a contract to play professionally for the 

Montreal Expos (now the Washington Nationals).  He and Catholic High standout Bill Gullickson played together in their system.  

Rick’s overall record one season of 19-3 in combined Triple A and Double A was the best in the Expo’s system.  He was named the 

Expo’s Minor League Player of the Year in 1979. 

  Unfortunately, Rick’s career came to an end with a rotator cuff injury.  Coach Odle adds, “not only was Rick an outstanding pitcher 

but an outstanding individual who I had the extreme pleasure of coaching.”   

  Rick is still involved with baseball only this time as part of a company Inside Edge that provides scouting services and tools to 

baseball teams and media.  Rick Ramos is yet another example of Porter baseball pride!! 

 

WWhheerree  AArree  TThheeyy  NNooww??????????  
                                  RRiicckk  RRaammooss…………………………CCllaassss  ooff  7744’’  
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Porter Baseball 

Coach Andy Satunas 

(asatunas@lths.org) 

Lockport Township High School 

13333 East Seventh Street 

Lockport, Illinois 60441 

 

Website:        www.porterbaseball.org 

Contact Us:   porterbball@comcast.net 

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion of their commitment to excellence, regardless of their 

chosen field of endeavor” 

Local Baseball Treasure Faces Challenges 
  This season, two local news publications, Prep Baseball Report and the Southtown Star, named Flink Field as one of 

the best fields in Illinois to watch a high school baseball game.  Anyone who has been to the field knows what those 

people are talking about.  Nestled in a local residential area, Flink Field is surrounded by old trees amongst the homes 

of the city of Lockport itself.  During a game one can hear dogs barking, children playing, lawn mowers at work and 

other sounds that are common to a community’s daily life.  BUT, looking deeper, Flink Field is facing challenges that 

any field of its age faces.  Wear and tear of spring and summer baseball seasons, youth camps and even the weather 

have begun to take its toll on the baseball field itself and some of its buildings. 

   Visiting several area schools, one can see that Flink by comparison, may not be the premier field it once was.  

Spacious new dugouts (many in ground), new playing surfaces, advanced sprinkler systems, lights, expanded seating 

areas, outfield walls, new scoreboards, and beautiful landscaping, once unique to only Flink at one time, have become 

more and more common place. Yet, Flink still has that unique community feel to it that makes it different.  We’d like 

to keep it that way and to make it even better for our players and our fans. 

  To do this the baseball program will be challenged to find ways to improve many items.  The infield playing surface, 

now with rough edges, uneven contour, patchy grass areas and bare spots needs to be replaced.  The sprinkler system 

which today doesn’t cover needed areas, leaks badly causing muddy conditions and can only be turned on by climbing 

down into a sewer hole, badly needs an overhaul. The existing grandstands are, according to new OHSA standards, 

unsafe and inadequate. They are not handicap accessible and have poor sightlines for fans.  These are the main areas of 

concern not to mention needed dugout improvements, scoreboard painting, and press box remodeling. 

  All of this of course will take new resources and continued efforts by the baseball program.  We realize the school is 

under financial constraints so the burden may very well fall mainly to us.  With hard work and commitment we pledge 

to continue to take care of Flink Field as it deserves to be.  Flink has always been there for us when we have needed to 

play……now we need to be there for Flink. 

 

 

GGoo  PPoorrtteerrss!!  

Our next issue will be in the fall and will include news about our summer team’s seasons, how the 

golf outing fared and how our quest for a new grandstand is going.  We, of course, will also include 

our regular features as well.  Have a great summer everybody!!!! 


